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The present invention includes a metallic coating on 
portions of the prosthesis (10) to enhance the 
overall acceptability of the implantable device (10) or 
fabric/sutures used to implant the prosthesis. The 
preferred metal is silver, which is applied to surfaces 
which are exposed to the heart tissue. The silver- 
treated portions of these devices inhibit or greatly 
reduce colonization of endocarditis-causing bacteria 
without impacting the overall biocompatibility of the 
device. A passive elastic assist device in the form of 
a girdle to be fitted onto the ventricles is described 
inorderto increase myocardial contractility. 
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